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FOREWORD

This report was drawn up on the basis of the information provided to INERIS and the
objective (scientific or technical) data available as well as applicable regulations.

INERIS cannot be held liable if the information received was incomplete or erroneous.

Any findings, recommendations, suggestions or equivalent that are recorded by INERIS
as part of the services it is contracted to perform may assist with decision making. Given
the tasks entrusted to INERIS on the basis of the decree founding the organization,
INERIS cannot be involved in the decision making process itself. INERIS cannot
therefore take responsibility in lieu and place of the decision maker.

The addressee shall use the results comprised in this report in whole or at least in an
objective manner. Using this information in the form of excerpts or summary memos may
take place only under the full and complete responsibility of the addressee. The same
applies to any modification made to this report.

INERIS declines any liability for any use of this report outside of the scope of the service
provided.

Rédaction Vérification Approbation

NOM Olivier PERON Marie José LEGRAND Pierre TOULHOAT

Qualité Ingénieur DVM - Unité
FORM

Ingénieur DVMG Directeur Scientifique

Visa
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1 Context
In Oct 2002, the French Ministry of Ecology and Sustainable Development asked
INERIS to build a survey, to know better how the other European countries deal with the
BREF documents  diffusion.

This work allowed us to have a good overview of the BREF diffusion strategies in 12
countries. However, this survey didn’t allow us to collect information about  the real use
of BREF documents by industrial and permitting authorities (permit, as defined in the
96/61/CE Directive), nor about real BAT implementation at industrial level.

So it was decided, first of all, to translate the first INERIS "state of the art" 2002 report,
from the first survey, and diffuse it through the IMPEL (European Network for the
Implementation and Enforcement of Environmental Law) network in the 28 countries
involved in this network. Then it was necessary to collect the complementary information
from the 28 countries involved within IMPEL, through the 2004 survey. The survey was
used as a basis of an IMPEL workshop which took place in November 2004, and was
complemented during the workshop (see workshop program in annex #3) by an
information exchange about real BREF implementation and use.

2 Method

The two pages questionnaire was build as an electronical document. A standard well-
known and widely used document format (Word 97) was chosen, to avoid any
incompatibility problem. The questionnaires (in English) were sent via e-mail to all the
national IMPEL coordinators (29) countries on the 09/04/2004, by the Ministry. The mail
contained as attached files a project of the IMPEL workshop program and an English
version of the 2002 BREF diffusion survey report. In some cases, the national
coordinator answered him or herself, in the others he forwarded the questionnaire to
some relevant person (general inspectorates, permitting authorities, ministry,
agency.…).

The questionnaire included nine questions. The four first questions were about BREF
diffusion (existence of a diffusion strategy, organisation in charge of the BREFs
diffusion, possible translation, used diffusion media), and were more or less the same as
the questions of the 2002 survey, to allow comparisons. The five others concerned
BREF use (existence of a use strategy of BREFs at national or regional level,
organisation in charge of BREFs promotion towards the industries, availability of
statistics concerning BREF use, concrete consequences on national legislation,
concrete examples of BREFs use in particular industrial sectors). See examples in
annex #1).
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The 28 countries of the IMPEL network were contacted through the national IMPEL
coordinators (+Turkey). Among these 29 countries, four did not answer to the survey
(Denmark, Estonia, Malta, Turkey). One sent back two questionnaires (Poland),
answered at two different levels (Ministry of the Environment and Chief Inspectorate for
Environmental Protection). For the countries that answered, there are several levels of
answer, from a few lines to comprehensive answers with concrete examples.

The answers (in english) were gathered between April and November 2004 via e-mail
and Fax. Three follow up were done, related to the preparation of the IMPEL Workshop
of 24th – 26th November 2004(June, July, September). Then the data were tabulated
(cross table country/question), and similarity/differences were looked for.

In a global approach, the answers were very heterogeneous, quantitatively: short
(yes/no) or long (detailed answer with enclosed documents) or qualitatively (some
questions lead to different interpretations). The 24-26th November 2004 workshop has
been a good way to smoothen these differences and to complete the missing
information.

3.1 BREF documents diffusion

3.1.1 Diffusion Strategy

This question lead to three different interpretations: “which means are used for the
BREF diffusion”? (8 countries), “how do we manage (organise) the diffusion”? (4
countries), and “how do the regulations and the permits (96/61/CE) integrate (take into
account) the information contained in BREF documents? (11 countries). In fact, we had
ment the second one: "how do we organise the diffusion".

For the countries which interpreted the question in the first way (Austria, Cyprus,
Greece, The Netherlands, Norway, Slovak Republic, Hungary, France, Sweden), the
media used were essentially electronical ones (Internet and CD-ROM) and meetings.

For the countries that interpreted the question in the second way (Belgium, Finland,
Poland, Portugal) the organisations mentioned often involved working groups including
administrations (ministries: Environment, Industry, Spatial planning), environmental
and/or industrial agency, inspectorates and relevant industrial branches. One country
(Poland) mentions that the working group also checks the accuracy of the translations of
BREF information included in BAT reference documents.

The countries that interpreted the question in the third way (Bulgaria, Czech Republic,
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovenia, Spain, United Kingdom)
indicate the reference of regulations created or modified in accordance with Dir.
96/61/CE, regulations which include and/or impose use of information contained in
BREF. Most of these countries possibly use this information to build branch or thematic
guidelines at national level.

In most of the cases, because of the heterogeneity of the political (centralised or not)
and administrative (administrative authority delegation to agencies) structures, it seems
that the meaning of several terms (permits, permit writers, permitting authorities,
permitting section) deserves to be precised.
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One country (Luxembourg) said/wrote not to have any strategy of BREF diffusion.

One country (Belgium) gives some examples of BREF submitted to the diffusion strategy
(non ferrous metals + intensive livestock farming)

3.1.2 Organisation in charge of diffusion

Three cases were encountered:
• One or more Ministries are in charge of the BREF diffusion (9 countries: Bulgaria,

Cyprus, Greece, Italy, Poland, Slovenia, Spain, Hungary and France). The most
often quoted ministry is, of course, the environment ministry. Labour (Cyprus),
industry (Italy, Spain) and health (Italy), were also reported.

• The relevant ministries delegate their diffusion responsibility to one ore more
agencies (10 countries: Finland, Germany, Ireland, Lithuania, Norway, Portugal,
Romania, Slovakia, United Kingdom, and Sweden). This delegation may be given to
national or regional agencies, depending of the country organisation. France
delegates only the translation to public institutions (ADEME -Environment and
Energy Management Agency, INERIS - National Institute for Industrial Environment
and Risks), on behalf of the ministry and in co-operation with relevant professional
branches organisations.

• Mixed situations are also encountered. Ministries and agencies jointly provide the
BREF diffusion (6 countries: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Latvia, The
Netherlands).

One country (Slovakia) indicates that industrial representatives take part in the
organisations in charge of BREF diffusion.

3.1.3 Possible translation

Three situations are detected:
• 1st situation: No translation undertaken, either because there is no necessity (2

countries: United Kingdom, Ireland), or because they have not started yet (Greece),
or because it’s possible for a country to use translation made by other countries
(Norway uses Danish translations).

• 2nd situation: several countries undertake partial translation or partial validation of the
EC translations. (3 countries: Latvia, Portugal and Sweden). We can also list in this
category the countries which undertake no translation but build their own national
guidelines (6 countries: Ireland, Italy, Bulgaria, Belgium, Finland, Slovenia) or
contextualisation documents (accompanying notes - The Netherlands) or reference
documents (Poland), which take into account the essential relevant BREF
information. In these countries, the complete BREF documents are available in
english, and the EC translations/guidelines/notes are available in the country’s own
language.

• 3rd situation: countries which undertake complete translations (8 countries: Austria,
Germany, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Spain, Cyprus, Romania, France). We can note
that these complete translations are time and money consuming, and these countries
use EC translations (Executive summary+introduction  + scope+chapter 5) to diffuse
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the not yet fully translated BREF (depending of the country, 1 to 5 fully translated
BREF).

Hungary has an intermediate situation (overlapping the three cases): 1 fully translated
BREF (monitoring), 11 BREFs summarised in hungarian, BAT guidelines in preparation.

Ireland is also a particular case (overlapping the two first cases): no translation is
necessary, and Ireland is building it’s own BAT documents (BATNEEC), in which the
BREFs are used as one information source.

The Netherlands indicate the participation of industrialists to the writing of the
accompanying notes.

Germany and Austria (participation of Luxembourg) cooperate, to translate the relevant
BREF for these countries in german.

The participation of industrialists to the BREF documents translation and re-reading also
deserves to be clarified and completed (among others, the problems caused by
adaptation to the vernacular language of a specific industrial branch, and the status -
regulational or not- given to the documents in each country).

That's why the subject of one of the working groups of the IMPEL Workshop has been
defined as "Industrial Sectors Participation in BREFs diffusion and BREFs use" (see
chapter 4 - Concluding remarks of the IMPEL "Implementation and use of BREF" 24th -
26th of November 2004 Workshop).

3.1.4 Diffusion media used

The most used diffusion media is Internet (22 countries). Three solutions were
encountered:

• 1stsolution: link to the Sevilla's EIPPCB Website.

• 2nd solution : Website including the EC translations/Country translations /guidelines/
accompanying notes and the official document (in english).

• 3rd solution: website including the documents elaborated by the country and possibly
links to the relevant BREF documents (english versions).

Various half-way situations are possible.

The second most used diffusion mean is the organisation of meetings / conferences /
workshops (17 countries). 7 countries indicate explicitly the importance of industrial
branches participation to these meetings. Two countries (Italy, The Netherlands)
implicate the industrial organisations in the development of accompanying
notes/guidelines and consider this participation as an important diffusion mean of BREF
information towards industry.

CD-ROM and hard-copy (paper copy): 11 countries use this media, mainly for internal
diffusion towards relevant administrations and authorities.

Most of the countries indicate that their priority is to use the BREF which are relevant
regarding their industries and local context, and to complete/adapt the information
contained in the BREF documents according to this local context.
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One point that remains imprecise in the present survey is the relative effectiveness of
the different used media. That is why one of the  workshop’s working group subject has
been defined as: "BREF knowledge assimilation, BREF diffusion, BREF training: which
experience feedback about the already used ways? How to make BREF evolve for a
better assimilation and use by permit writers and inspectors?

3.2 BREF use and BAT implementation

3.2.1 Bref use strategy

Two major approaches seem to stand out of the survey results :

• "Statutory” or “regulation" approach: use of BREF strategy is included in national
regulations. This approach concerns 8 countries: Belgium, Bulgaria, Germany,
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary.

• "On the field" approach: BREF information are used in permit writing, permit issue
and/or permit revision, as an information source among others. This approach is
pointed out by: Cyprus, Czech Republic, Finland, Greece, Luxembourg, Poland,
Portugal).

Some mixed approaches are reported: (5 countries: Austria, Norway, Romania, United
Kingdom, France) integration of BREF information in general, thematic or sector-based
national regulations, orientation of actions undertaken at local level by the inspectorates.

It seemed to us interesting to precise during the workshop:

• In the case of the "regulation" approach, which form does the regulational obligation
take: use of emission values, advocacy of MTD use…?

• Do these two groups of answers reflect true differences between countries, or do
they mean interpretation differences as in question 1 (BREF diffusion strategies)?

That's why one of the working group subjects was: "Everyday use of BREF in permit
writing: which difficulties encountered, which solutions found?".

3.2.2 Organisation in charge of BREF promotion towards industry

Almost all the countries (16 answers) indicate a responsibility of central administrations
concerned by IPPC (9 countries: Bulgaria,  Cyprus, Luxembourg, Poland, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Hungary, France) or central ones and regional (7 countries: Austria, Belgium,
Czech Republic, Greece, Italy,  Latvia, Spain).

6 countries (Germany, Ireland, Lithuania, Norway, Portugal, Romania) indicate that
BREF promotion is the task of a national Environment Agency or of regional
Environment Agencies.

The Netherlands, Finland and United Kingdom tell us that this responsibility is given to
the industrial unions or organisations (industrial NGOs, regulators).

Some answers contain terms like “permitting section” and “environment inspection”,
which would gain to be clarified.
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3.2.3 Statistics availability about BREF use

13 countries report not to have statistics (Austria, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Germany,
Luxembourg, Italy, The Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Romania, United Kingdom,
Hungary, France, and Sweden).

7 countries (Belgium, Finland, Greece, Ireland, Slovakia, Slovenia,  Spain), indicate that
they don’t have statistics yet. Finland starts an evaluation project on BREF use in
permits during late 2004.

2 countries show statistics (Latvia, Portugal): more or less detailed, these statistics
contain number of issued permits, number of IPPC plants, possibly geographical or
sectorial distribution. They seldom contain indications about implemented BAT.

Czech Republic has available statistics at regional level.

3.2.4 Consequences of BREF implementation on national regulation

11 countries indicate direct consequences, at present or in near future, on national
general regulation documents (Bulgaria, Finland, Germany, Latvia, The Netherlands,
United Kingdom, Hungary), or sectorial regulation documents (Austria, Belgium,
Lithuania).

2 countries (Italy, Ireland), indicate indirect consequences, insofar these countries create
their own national reference documents.

6 countries (Cyprus, Norway, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia) indicate the
consequences of  BREF on the permit themselves.

Greece and Poland report that they have no consequences yet on their national
legislation.

Luxembourg indicates they have no consequences on national legislation (regulation).

3.2.5 Concrete consequences in particular industrial sectors

Among 24 answers, 18 mentions one or more industrial sectors, depending on industries
actually established in these countries. The most frequently indicated BREF are:

• Cement and Lime (9 countries): Austria, Cyprus, Latvia, Norway, Portugal, Romania,
United Kingdom, Hungary, France.

• Pulp and paper : (6 countries) Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain.

• Glass industry (5 countries): Austria, Belgium, Latvia, Portugal, France.

• Livestock farming (5 countries): Belgium, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary.

• Iron and Steel (4 countries): Austria, Finland, Latvia, Slovenia.

• Non ferrous metals (4 countries): Belgium, Norway, Portugal, Spain.

• Textile (3 countries): Belgium, Latvia, Lithuania.

• Refineries: Romania, Slovakia.

• Slaughterhouses: Belgium.

• Chlor-Alcali: Portugal.



���������	��
����
������������������������������	� !!"

��#��$ �%���&'

2 countries mention that they use, on top of BREF, the NEC (National Emissions
Ceiling) Directive (2001/81).

Several countries (Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Latvia) quote various industrial sectors
(chemical, pharmaceutical, agro-industries, energy, mineral industries, and power
plants) without referring to particular BREF.

Another interesting question, not asked during the 2004 survey, is to learn more about
BREF use on the long term (along the livespan of industrial plants, consequences of a
new or revised BREF). Consequently, one of the IMPEL workshop workgroup subject
has been chosen as" How to take BREF into consideration during the life of an industrial
plant: which consequences of a new BREF, of a BREF update?".

3.3 Comparison with the 2002 Survey results

Among the countries that answered to the 2004 survey, we can find nine countries that
already answered to the 2002 survey (BREF diffusion): Austria, Germany, Belgium
(Flanders), Finland, Greece, Ireland, The Netherlands, Portugal, and France).

• Most of the countries don’t have significantly modified their diffusion strategy since
2002.

• Translations planned in 2002 are carried on.

• Countries that had undertaken the integration of BREF information in their national
regulations or in national guidelines carried on with it.

• More organisations (other ministries, agencies) seem to be involved in the BREF
diffusion, Industrial branches involvement in BREF diffusion is more frequently
quoted.

4 Concluding remarks of the IMPEL Workshop “Implementation and
use of BREF” of 24th – 26th November 2004

Notes: the following information, remarks and suggestions have been gathered during
the discussions of the working groups of the IMPEL Workshop of 24th - 26th November
2004.

During the workshop's workgroup phases, participants were divided in two groups, each
group working on a different subject. At the end of each working group, the results of the
group were summarised, then reported, discussed and validated during a plenary
session. Results given below are those obtained during plenary sessions, after
discussion and validation.
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The subjects discussed by the working groups are partly issued from the remarks made
during the processing of the data of 2004 survey (see above chapter "Comprehensive
summary"). If you need more information about the Workshop organisation, please see
annex #2 - "Agenda of IMPEL Workshop of 24th - 26th November 2004".

The concluding remarks are displayed in the same order as the one in which the working
groups took place.

In this chapter, the words "member countries" will be voluntarily used with reference to
the countries which are member of the IMPEL organisation. This has been done to avoid
confusion with the words "member states", which are use with reference to the member
states of the European Community (IMPEL members and EC members are not
completely the same countries).

4.1 Working group #1: Use of BREF in everyday permits writing. Which
difficulties encountered, which solutions found?

• BREFs provide reference BATs (but not necessarily the BATs).

• It is the responsibility of the authority / permit writer to decide the permit conditions
reflecting BAT for a given company.

• The authority / permit writer has to be informed and kept up to date with technology
development.

• The updating of the competence could be done e.g. by the Sevilla process or directly
or via info exchange with the company.

For the BAT assessment, two main approaches are used:

A: Standardised approach (legally binding /guiding standards defined at national or
regional level)

B: Case by case permit granting approach

• 12 member countries use BREFs only as reference documents for permit writing (B)

• member countries use BREFs mainly to define binding rules at national or regional
level (A)

• MS do both

(figures are done only for member countries attending the workshop. Belgium and
Czech Republic did not attend to the meeting)
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4.1.1 Advantages of the different approaches

4.1.1.1 Standardized / centralised

• common level BAT conditions.

• time saving for the permit writer (cheaper).

• less negotiation between the company and the permit writer.

• A High level of qualification / expertise of the permit officer at the local level is less an
issue (critical technical issues are already dealt with a centralised level).

4.1.1.2 Case by case

• Easier to go beyond set BAT standards and to develop BAT

• easier to express specific measures as permit conditions

• easier to use the competence of the company on particular technique

• The two approaches are extreme: most member countries actually use a "mixed"
approach. Experiences exchanges of good examples on permit giving procedures for
different sectors can surely make things easier. So does free access to guidelines,
information initiatives etc… in order to improve the level of information of authorities /
permit writers not only at national, regional, but also at local level.

4.2 Working group #2: BREF knowledge assimilation, BREF diffusion, BREF
training : which experience feedback about the already used ways ? How to
make BREF evolve for a better assimilation and use by permit writers and
inspectors?

4.2.1 National guidelines

• National guidelines / practices based on the BREFs and other information could in
part replace the need for translated BREFs.

• National guidelines take only the most important information out of the BREF for one
country (for instance excluding processes not present in the country).

• National guidance can also “adapt” the BREF, meaning that it adds information
specific to the country that is not in the BREF.

4.2.2 Translation

Translation could be useful because:

• The permit writers could easily use BREFs.

• The BREFs are long and complex documents

• Companies can’t refuse to read the documents.

• The general public could access to the documents
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• Suggestion to the Commission : also translate chapter 5.

Some MS don’t feel the need for translation of BREF. Errors in translation have already
happened. Better no translation than a translation with errors ?

Translations need to be “official”, if not they would need to go back to the original BREF

Translation is one of the means to make the BREF more accessible to people.

Other ideas can be to create paper or electronical document presenting only the BAT
chapters (chap 4 and chap 5), with cross references (paper) or hyperlinks (electronical)
to the detailed technical explanations, or to make simplified documents with parts of
chap 5.

4.2.3 Recommendations for the next BREF documents (including revised versions)

• Keep them short as much as possible. One way is to avoid duplicate technical
descriptions of for instance fabric filters in almost every BREF.

• Or Clearer structure if shorter means loss of information.

• Clear conclusions on BAT (precise wording).

• The summary and the chapter 5 especially need to be very clear and synthetic.

• Smaller ranges for the BAT associated emission values.

4.2.4 Training

• Internet, workshops, meetings, CD-ROMs, hotline, are the most common tools used
to train permit writers and other stakeholders.

• National and International networking is also useful and should be encouraged by
the Commission.

• Training is done on IPPC but not on BREFs alone.

4.3 Working group #3: How to take BREF into consideration in the life of an
industrial plant ? Which consequences of a new BREF, of a BREF update ?

4.3.1 Use of BREFs and other BAT information in the permitting process of existing
installations

This question arises essentially:

• When there is a significant change of the installation

• When applying the procedure for reviewing the permit

• When the permit is no longer valid (in the case of a limited validity of the permit in
time)

Some member countries put a link between the revision of the BREF and the review of
the permits.
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Others decide when they want to review a permit independently from the development of
the BREFs.

In some member countries (Austria, France, Germany, The Netherlands, etc…) the
revision of the BREFs will trigger sometimes new national binding rules, and then the
revision of the permits is done to comply with those binding rules.

In some MS (The Netherlands, United Kingdom, etc…) the revision of the BREFs will
trigger sometimes new national BAT guidelines, and the revision of the permits is done
to comply with those guidelines.

The revision of a permit may be triggered by the BREF, but also by:

• Local impact issues that need immediate attention.

• Changes in the installation, especially when an extension of capacity is planned.

• National objectives coming from the NEC Directive, the Water Framework
Directive,…

• National practices, and information sources on BAT other than BREFs.

Authorities should make sure that industrial sites do not invest in “old-fashioned”
techniques that are no longer BAT: it is in the interest of both authorities and industry in
the long run.

The revision of BREFs may trigger the review of the permits but this does not
necessarily mean a change in the conditions of the authorisation.

4.3.2 The emerging BATs and the permitting process

There is a long time interval between two revisions of a BREF, and in the meantime,
progress on techniques will be continuous. Authorities should not rely and just wait for
new BREF versions and should stay aware of BAT development.

The roles of authorities in not to develop new techniques, they should however promote
them.

It is important to contribute to the information exchange on new techniques, and to
improve it (both during the TWGs for the chapter for emerging techniques and the
information to be sent to the Commission for the future revision of BREFs).

Other processes (conferences, technology research projects, EGTEI, CAFÉ work on
technologies,…) could contribute to this improvement.

Even though a continuous survey on the techniques is useful, we can not have a
continuous Sevilla process on all the sectors in parallel.

4.3.3 Investment cycles in industry

Authorities can take advantage of investments by industry to use primary (in-process)
measures preferably to end-of-pipe measures.

Primary measures may prove to be more compatible with industry economic constraints.

However in some cases, end-of-pipe measures are necessary.

Existing installations also make investment at certain times, which can be combined with
measures for better environmental performance.
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4.4 Working group #4: Industrial sectors participation in BREF diffusion and
BREF use

4.4.1 Difficulties to agree on a common EU policy for industry participation in diffusion
of BREFs

• Difference in cultural background in MS (experience in regular / active dialogue
between environmental authority and industry)

• Different permitting approach adopted in MS “standardised / centralised” vs the “case
to case”

• New member states have not been fully involved in the BREF writing process

• Differences in industrial sectors (e.g. sectors dominated by SMEs vs sectors with a
prevalence of large plants) – but also the structure of a same industrial sector varies
between MS (e.g. large paper mills in Finland vs small paper mills in the
Netherlands)

4.4.2 Some common conclusions about the role of environmental authorities

• At the different levels (national, regional, local) the authority has an important role in
the diffusion of the information (e.g. informative initiatives, workshops are already
organised on a general or sector by sector basis)

• Involvement of industry (trade associations) in the development of national guidelines
and emission standards has contributed to raise awareness and help the diffusion
and use of BREFs (positive experience)

• Information structure at national and EU level should be more clear and accessible
for environmental authorities and industry operators (i.e. where and how to get
support from the national focal points, EU and national TWGs representatives)

• The network that was built up during the BREF writing process could be used as
informal source of information / support

4.4.3 Some common conclusions about the role of industry

• The industrial operator has a responsibility in determining BAT at the plant level. As a
result of that, industry has the responsibility to look for technical information in order
to prove that the proposed BATs are ‘actual BATs’.

• Industry should take active part in the development of national guidelines and
emission standards and in the preparation and revision of BREFs.

• Industry has a responsibility in the dissemination of the information within the sectors
concerned – proactive role.

• Trade associations have a key role in this information dissemination process
(initiatives are already taken at trade association level, but this is not yet common
practice for all sectors and member countries).
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4.5 Discussion with representatives from industry

4.5.1 Industry representatives main messages

The European Industry is in favour of the IPPC Directive and of the BREFs process as a
means to provide :
• Dialogue, exchange of information and better understanding between Industry and

Administration.

• Good basis (most of the time) for the establishment of permits locally.

A lot of work remains to be carried out for training and informing both parties (industry
and administration). Common guidelines and common training sessions would be useful.

It is important to consider cost-effectiveness and all specific and local conditions

We need to take into account an integrated approach and not a pollutant-by-pollutant
approach. This means in particular to consider the impact on local environment and not
only for instance ELVs in terms of concentrations in an effluent.

A moratorium on new regulations about industry’s environment.

Industry favours the use of he last sound information available on technological progress

The concluding remarks (Group 3 and 4) have been presented to the representatives of
the industry who generally welcome those remarks.

BREF is defined as a “ reference document”. But this notion of “reference document”
has to be more precisely defined.

Industry and some member countries underline that using such expressions as “to apply
BREFs” or “to apply BATs” can be misleading in some member countries, because
BREFs are not legally binding documents.

Several member countries and Industry representatives consider as useful to have
guidance documents that help to use the BREFs and BATs when granting a permit for
one specific installation. But such guidance could be made at national level, not at EU
level.

The group agrees to present the current concluding remarks to the IMPEL
network and the IPPC Expert Forum.
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5.1 Annex #1: Detailed results of the survey "Implementation and use of BREF
2004"

For practical reasons, the detailed survey results are displayed in the same order as the
English names of the answering countries.

The persons who answered the questionnaires are not always the same as the 24th –
26th November 2004 IMPEL Workshop participants.

5.1.1 Austria
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5.1.2 Belgium
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5.1.3 Bulgaria
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5.1.5 Czech republic
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5.1.12 Italy
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5.1.13 Latvia
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5.1.14 Lituania
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5.1.15 Luxembourg
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5.1.16 The Netherlands
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5.1.17 Norway
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5.1.18 Poland (Ministry of Environment)
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5.1.19 Poland (Environmental Inspection)
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5.1.20 Portugal
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5.2 Annex #2: Agenda of IMPEL Workshop of 24th - 26th November 2004
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5.3 Annex #3: Participants list of the IMPEL Workshop « Implementation and use of BREF » 24-26 November 2004
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